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will have the amazing opportunity to
come together to enjoy live entertain-
ment, timeless carnival rides, tons of
local food, animal demonstrations, and
4-H projects on display.

Crowds will gather to see the antique
equipment competition and exhibits in
hundreds of categories ranging from a
variety of vegetables, tomatoes, fresh
flowers, and livestock to handcrafted
quilts, jewelry, and woodwork.

Mr. Speaker, as an annual attendee, I
have seen firsthand how the Grange
Fair brings our community together to
enjoy the refreshing success of our
local agricultural community. It is an
event that helps people gain a better
appreciation of the importance of agri-
culture and how the agricultural indus-
try sustains our local economy—not to
mention all of the jobs that it creates.

We love our farmers in Bucks Coun-
ty. They have contributed so much to
our community. They are an indispen-
sable part of Bucks County’s past, and
they will remain an indispensable part
of Bucks County’s future.

——————

INVEST IN THE NATION’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring attention to our Nation’s in-
frastructure. I am talking about our
roads, our bridges, our rail corridors,
our waterways and dams, the invest-
ments that over two centuries have
made America great, the greatest econ-
omy in the world.

We have a long history of investing
in the infrastructure in America, start-
ing with the canal and rail systems in
the 19th century, the highways and air
transportation systems in the 20th cen-
tury. However, over the last 25 years,
we have lived off the infrastructure in-
vestments our parents and grand-
parents made in the previous genera-
tions.

Why? Because there has been a lack
of political will here in Washington,
D.C., to make new investments. But
Congress, working with the President,
must face this challenge head-on.

I believe there is bipartisan support
for infrastructure investment, having
been part of a bipartisan conversation
this year with Members of Congress
and with the administration. There is
an attempt to offer a proposal to make
major investments in our Nation’s in-
frastructure.

We are talking about four different
areas. First, there needs to be an incen-
tive component. I strongly support
incentivizing States and local govern-
ments to provide their own funding for
these efforts. We know infrastructure
projects move forward most effectively
when local, State, and the Federal Gov-
ernment all do their part.

In the San Joaquin Valley in my dis-
trict, Merced, Madera, and Fresno
Counties have all increased their local
sales tax to pay for critical transpor-
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tation projects. Earlier this year, Cali-
fornia enacted a bill to increase State
gas tax and vehicle fees to provide over
$62 billion over the next 10 years in
California for much-needed transpor-
tation projects. And while more needs
to be done in California, we know that,
if we provide incentives across the
country, States ought to come up and
do their part as well.

The second focus of the administra-
tion’s action is to support projects in
rural areas. On Wednesday last week,
the Agriculture Committee held a
hearing in which we discussed strategic
infrastructure investments in rural
areas with a goal of increasing oppor-
tunities. The importance of investing
in our rural areas cannot be over-
stated. Too often, rural America gets
left behind in the infrastructure and
development conversation. I know be-
cause I represent a large part of rural
America in the San Joaquin Valley in
California.

The third focus is transformative
projects, projects that make creative
and dramatic changes. I have always
supported and will continue to support
these projects, such as high-speed rail
in California, California WaterFix.
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Water is so critical to the West, espe-
cially in the San Joaquin Valley.
Water provides the food that we have
on America’s dinner table every night.
It is a national security issue.

These projects support deeper, sys-
temic change, and they can have a
large-scale and lasting impact on the
future development of our Nation.
They are investments in our future,
like those our parents and grand-
parents made in the past.

Lastly, the administration talks
about a loan program. These can be
helpful.

Overall, I support these four compo-
nents. But first we must not pick win-
ners and losers when improving our Na-
tion’s infrastructure. This is, of course,
very challenging. We need to have a
policy that must rank priorities and
decide how much we spend and where
we spend.

We also must establish criteria to en-
sure infrastructure decisions promote
fair distribution and cost effectiveness,
doing the most good in critical areas.

Second, while I support public-pri-
vate partnerships, they should not pro-
vide subsidies to projects that the pri-
vate sector would already finance
themselves.

Sound infrastructure is literally and
figuratively the foundation of our Na-
tion’s economy. It is what has made
America the greatest economy in the
world. Countries around the world are
making investments in their infra-
structure while the United States sits
on the sidelines engaging in a political
debate that does not reflect the reality
of the policy choice we have and the
decisions we must make.

Mr. Speaker, we must come together
as Democrats and Republicans to ad-
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dress these serious problems of our Na-
tion’s infrastructure, and as Americans
in a bipartisan way because no trans-
portation system, no water infrastruc-
ture system, no improvement in our
energy grid, and all the other elements
of our infrastructure are Democratic or
Republican. They are the basis of an
investment in America, and that is
what we should be doing as Members of
Congress with this administration.

So let’s act as legislators. Let’s act
and show that we can work together in
a bipartisan fashion. Let’s show some
profiles in courage.

—————

THE BILL IMPORTANT TO ALL
AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as we prepare the next
farm bill, I rise today to speak about
the impact that agriculture has on the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, our
farmers, our economy, and our commau-
nities.

Agriculture is the number one indus-
try in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. We proudly boast 58,200 farms,
totaling more than 7.7 million acres of
farmland. These farms contribute to a
total economic impact of $45 billion
from production, food processing, mar-
keting, transportation, and manufac-
turing.

Mr. Speaker, the farm bill affects ev-
eryone in Pennsylvania in various
ways, just as it does families through-
out the United States of America.

It provides a safety net for farmers
and ranchers during difficult times. It
supports infrastructure and economic
development in rural communities. It
incentivizes good conservation prac-
tices to protect our farmland and our
environment. It helps provide access to
nutritious, quality food for the least
fortunate among us, as well as break-
fasts and lunches for our school-
children.

The farm bill’s effects can be felt be-
yond the ag industry. In 2015, the
USDA rated the market value of all ag-
ricultural production in Pennsylvania
at $8.7 billion, and agricultural exports
contributed $2 billion to the State
economy.

The strengthening impact that agri-
culture has on the Pennsylvania econ-
omy is significant and undeniable, yet
it is only one example of agriculture’s
vast influence on the lives of everyone
in the Commonwealth. Agriculture em-
ploys our residents, provides better
health for our communities, and pro-
motes agricultural exports.

Agriculture touches the lives of mil-
lions of Americans, and not just those
who work as farmers or ranchers.

Pennsylvania’s farmers look to the
farm bill to protect their livelihood
from weather disasters, to provide
them a safety net when times are hard,
and to ensure their ability to support
their families and their communities.
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